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Wednesday, 07 October 2020 
 
Remote Learning at Lakeside Primary School 
 
Dear Parent/Carers, 
 
During school closures earlier in the year, to the vast majority of pupils, we provided home learning through 
the school website. While this was sufficient in providing learning opportunities for children, we are aware that 
pupils missed that interaction with teachers. As a result of this, we have worked hard since then to develop a 
remote learning policy that can cater for every eventuality and allow all learners access to education.  
 
We have recently invested in ‘Google Classroom’ (a web based program) across the whole school and are 
working alongside our computing and ICT support to train the staff and the children on how to use this most 
effectively. This will allow the children to have weekly virtual group sessions with their teacher during a bubble 
closure.  
 
Over the next few weeks, the children will all have lessons on how to access Google classroom, how to log in 
and how to use the different features available. We are also preparing a ‘parents’ guide’ to support you at 
home. 
 
We hope to have Google classroom up and running after the October half term holiday. In the event that 
children need to access remote learning before then, we shall continue with the same process we had in place 
before the summer holidays. Learning will be posted on the school website using the following links:  
PARENTS > REMOTE LEARNING > CHILD’S YEAR GROUP.  
 
Additionally, a weekly telephone call with the class teacher will be offered to each family as a ‘stop gap’ to 
ensure regular contact with school. 
 
Remote learning will only be offered: 

 If a child has to self-isolate for 14 days after being identified by NHS Track and Trace as a contact of a 

person who tested positive for Covid-19. 

 If a child’s class bubble has to close for 14 days after a member of the class (child or adult) tests positive 

for Covid-19. Please be aware we have to liaise with Public health before we can make a decision about 

closing any class bubbles.  

 If the Government enforce a second national lockdown at a Tier 4 level. 

 
In the event of any of the above, you will be offered the choice between: 

 A paper based learning option 

 An online learning option 
 
 
 

 

 



A paper based learning option: 
 
This will be offered on a weekly basis and will need collecting from the school office by someone who is not in 
the household and not self-isolating. Each pack will include: 

o 5 English lesson activities,  

o 5 Maths lesson activities,  

o 5 Topic subject lesson activities, 

o An appropriate book band reading book (or several depending on the age of the child). 

All activities in the pack will be related to the work planned on the curriculum for that week. 
 
Any completed work can be returned to the school office, again by someone who is not in the household and 
not self-isolating, to be marked by a member of teaching staff. 
 
Any families who choose a paper based learning pack will receive contact from school via the class email 
address or a weekly phone call from the class teacher (or another member of the staff should the class teacher 
be unwell). This will be to check-in, offer support and celebrate the children’s successes.  
 
 
An online learning option 
 
This will be accessed using the online learning environment ‘Google Classroom’. Your child will be given a 
‘Google Classroom’ login where they will be able to access learning set by their class teacher. 

 
Each day they will be able to access: 

o For EYFS & KS1 – a daily phonics lesson which could be: a PowerPoint, a video of the teacher 

pronouncing the sound with a learning activity to follow, a Mr Mc video or similar.  

o 1 x maths activity – a White Rose/Oak National Academy narrated lesson or video with an 

activity for Key stage 1 and 2 and an appropriate activity for Early Years.  

o 1 x English writing activity – in a full class bubble closure this will be a narrated PowerPoint 

with an activity for Key stage 1 and 2 and an appropriate activity for Early Years. If an 

individual child is self-isolating this will be an Oak National Academy video or other lesson 

with an activity. 

o 1x reading activity – on Purple Mash 

o 1 x Topic activity  

All activities will be related to the work planned on the curriculum for that week. 
 
Children will complete the work on ‘Google Docs’ or ‘Google Slides’. They will then be able to upload the work 
onto their own pupil page for the class teacher to mark and give feedback on. Alternatively, the work can be 
completed in the exercise book and then a photo of the learning uploaded to Google classroom. Feedback will 
be provided in the same time frame as is ‘normal’ when children are in school. This will allow the children to 
see how successful they have been, how they can improve and give them the next steps in their learning 
journey. A paper guide to explain how you upload the children’s work to their pupil page will be sent to you all.  
 
From after October half term, during a bubble closure, a weekly virtual group session with their class teacher 
will be arranged once Google classroom is up and running effectively. 
 
Next week, each child will be sent home with an exercise book to use should you need it for remote learning. 
The usernames and passwords for each website we use will be stuck inside the front cover to make it easier. 
We appreciate that passwords are a big problem when accessing remote learning, please never worry about 
emailing or phoning school to get a password checked or reset. We will always help you sort it out. 
 



Our full remote learning policy is available on the school website for you all to read. The policy includes the 
important information on how we will safeguard the children and the staff during remote learning. Please be 
advised that staff will not be able to speak to a child on the phone on a 1-1 basis. If families want the teacher 
to speak to any children, a speaker phone option must be used and an adult must be with the child at all 
times. No member of staff can speak to a child unsupervised.   
 
We appreciate this is a lot information to take in; if/when your child needs to access remote learning in the 
future we will ensure that you are provided with all the information you will need to get started. 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding this half term. As always, we couldn’t get through these unique 
times without your co-operation and support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
  

 
 
Mr N. Probert 
(Headteacher) 


